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Sunday Service at 10 a.m.

June 15, 2008
“Choosing a Vocation”
Roger Fritts
Thirty years ago on June 16, 1978, the congrega-
tion of the Unitarian Universalist Church in
Lexington, Kentucky held a special Friday eve-
ning service of worship, the purpose of which was
to ordain me to the Unitarian Universalist minis-
try. The sermon will be a reflection on how we
decide what work we will do.

June 22, 2008 
“Why Am I a Unitarian Universalist?”
Kenneth Torquil MacLean 
Our emeritus minister served as senior minister at
Cedar Lane from 1972 to 1992.  From 1994 to
1999 he served on the staff of the UUA, where he
was responsible for international relations for the
denomination. And from 1999 to 2006 he served
as minister of the Unitarian Universalist Church of
the Desert, during which time its first building was
erected.  Always on the lookout for adventure, this
past winter Ken served as minister at the Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship of Juneau, Alaska.  

June 29, 2008
“Suffer the Children”
Alida M. DeCoster
We will welcome Alida back to our pulpit. She
served as our associate minister from 1986 until
1998. She will discuss how only 50% of children
get the love they need early in childhood for
proper emotional development.
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Notes from the Ministers

Roger Fritts

I went to my daughter’s high school graduation cere-
mony last week for Walter Johnson (WJ) High School. I
saw lots of church members at the DAR Constitution
Hall. Several of us had children in the WJ class of 2008. 

The graduation speaker, a WJ graduate from 1971, Elliot
Berlin, is best known for directing the documentary
movie “Paperclips.” He gave us two pieces of advice:
First it is ok when you graduate from high school not to
know for sure what you want to do with your life. Mr.
Berlin said that he was working as a waiter when he was
30 and going to film school. I thought about how I was
27 when I finally had my first professional work as a
minister.  Second, Mr. Berlin talked about being diag-
nosed with cancer exactly a year before. He said: if there
is something that you really want to do, don’t put it off.
If you can do it, do it. 

I thought it was an excellent commencement speech. Not
overly intellectual. Not a selfish “go out and be success-
ful” talk. Not a grandiose “go out and save the world”
talk.  I like the down-to-earth advice, supported by the
speaker’s own experiences.

I thought of another commencement speech given by
Anna Quindlen, at Villanova University in 2000. She
said:

 “You walk out of here this afternoon with only one
thing that no one else has. There will be hundreds of
people out there with your same degree; there will be
thousands of people doing what you want to do for a
living. But you will be the only person alive who has
sole custody of your life. Your particular life. Your
entire life. Not just your life at a desk, or your life on a
bus, or in a car, or at the computer. Not just the life of
your minds, but the life of your heart. Not just your bank
account, but your soul. . . . get a life, a full life, a profes-
sional life, yes, but another life, too, a life of love and
laughs and a connection to other human beings.”

Success can be good. Saving the world is fine. But don’t
forget the love, the laughs, and the connections to other
human beings. 

Heather Janules

Looking through the windows of the Kansas City air-
port, I was struck by the beauty of the sky. A thunder-

storm had just ended; the clouds were a dramatic grey,
stretching across the horizon; the prairie a lush green.
Without even thinking about it, I reached in my bag for
my camera.

Looking into my bag, I discovered that my camera was
gone. “I must have packed it in my suitcase,” I thought. 

After landing in Chicago, I walked to the gate of my
connecting flight. Along the way, there were many 
moments when I, again, missed my camera. 

One of the hallways in O’Hare is like a modern art 
installation, plated with mirrors and neon lights. The
sight of these colored lights reflecting off the glass,
framing the hundreds of travelers coming and going,
made a chaotic, but beautiful, scene. And then, nearing
my gate, I was struck by the curve of the building, the
natural light pouring in, light that transformed this artifi-
cial space to something almost celestial.

When I landed in Atlanta and retrieved my luggage, the
first thing I did was check my bag. My heart dropped
when my camera was nowhere to be found.

This experience taught me how attached I am to my
camera. An enthusiastic amateur, I have formed a bond
with this object, perhaps in the same way that a painter
connects with her brush or a baseball player cherishes
his lucky hat.

I made a panicked call to my hotel in hopes that I left my
camera in my room. They did not have it. After trying
many different numbers and languishing on hold, I fi-
nally got in touch with someone at my rental car com-
pany who confirmed that, yes, a camera fitting the de-
scription of mine, was turned in. I then remembered that
I had taken the camera out of my bag to pull out my
map. It must have slid on to the floor of the car – out of
sight and out of mind.

I was so happy to learn that my camera was found in one
piece and that we would soon be reunited. I was so
happy knowing that its memory card, full of images
from my friend’s ordination, would soon be in my hands
again.

However, the next leg of my journey was to The Moun-
tain, a Unitarian Universalist retreat in a breathtaking
corner of western North Carolina. My joy was tempered
by knowing that I was traveling into Eden with no cam-
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era to capture its beauty.

In a previous column, I wrote about how photography
has taught me to pay better attention – to the sky, to
colors reflecting against glass, to light – rendering pho-
tography one part hobby, one part spiritual practice. 

Perhaps my camera, or losing my camera, has taught me
another lesson as well: We are called to pay attention to
the beauty all around us…and then let it go. We are
invited to gaze across the mists and mountains of
Nantahala National Forest, to come within inches of
beautiful butterflies, their glittering wings wide open.
We are called to reconnect with old friends…and just let
go of all these images of inspiration, serenity and joy,
holding them only in our hearts. Paying attention and
staying in the moment is a tough spiritual practice in-
deed.

We Care

It is with deep sadness that we share the news that
founding member and long-time leader Donn Mader 
(Neighborhood 11) died on Sunday, June 8, at his
home,  in the care of his family. A Service in Celebration
of his Life will be held on Saturday, June 14 at 11 a.m.
in the Sanctuary at Cedar Lane. Our hearts go out  to his
wife Millie, their sons Scott and Doug and their grand-
children as they mourn the death of this great and kind
man.

Update on the Bedell family: Dorothy (N10) has been
transferred to the Renaissance Rehabilitation Center at
Sibley Hospital to continue her recovery from pneumo-
nia. A Service in Celebration of Henry Bedell’s life will
be held on June 21 at 2 p.m. in the Cedar Lane Audito-
rium. Our thoughts remain with the family in this time of
great loss and change.

We rejoice with the Dayhoff-Brannigan family – grand-
mother Nancy Dayhoff (N27,) parents Ruth Dayhoff
and Vince Brannigan, sister Eleanor Dayhoff-
Brannigan, aunt Judy Dayhoff and cousins Liana,
Kaveh and Pareesa Kamgar-Dayhoff – as they cele-
brate Margaret Dayhoff-Brannigan’s wedding, which
took place at Strathmore Hall on Sunday, May 25. Con-
gratulations!

Good news from Terry Toot ! Along with concluding
her long course chemotherapy treatments, her show,
“Come Back to the Five and Dime, Jimmy Dean, Jimmy
Dean” is now up at the Silver Spring Stage from May

30-June 22. Terry plays the role of “the exuberant Stella
May.” 

Long-time Cedar Lane friend Miriam Pemberton and
Bill Hartung have just published a new book: Lessons
From Iraq: Avoiding the Next War. You can learn more
at a book event at Busboys and Poets on Sunday June 22
at 4 p.m.     

Cedar Lane in the News: In the Summer issue of UU
World, the magazine our Association sends to everyone
who claims membership in an associated Unitarian Uni-
versalist congregation, includes two mentions of Cedar
Lane. Our church is profiled as a “Spiritual Landmark”
and The Summer of 1787: The Men who Invented the
Constitution, written by our own David Stewart (N11)
is featured in “Books by UU Authors.”

If you know of someone in need of care, a visit, a phone
call, good thoughts or a prayer, please notify Heather
Janules, Assistant Minister, at ext. 204 or
hjanules@cedarlane.org.

Board Steps

Notes from the May 20 and May 29, 2008,
meetings of your Board of Trustees:

Board of Trustees’ May 20 meeting: A plaque honor-
ing the ministry of the Rev. John Baker was approved.
Board agreed to vote on staff’s electronic newsletter
proposal at the next BoT meeting, June 17. Rev. Janules
reported that approximately 70 Cedar Laners partici-
pated in our “Day of Service” on May 17.  

Treasurer Cathy Knapper reported that the church, while
still financially strong, has had to shift funds for operat-
ing expenses. It is too early to determine if the current
FY budget will have a shortfall, as well as determining
the results of the pledge drive for the coming FY. Evalu-
ations have been compiled from Board members and
committee chairs regarding our ministers in preparation
for the Board’s ministerial evaluations. The Board voted
on the recipients of Cedar Lane’s Unsung Hero Award to
be presented on Sunday, June 15. The Breakthrough
Task Force’s first meeting was very successful. The list
of delegates to the General Assembly was approved.  

Board of Trustees’ Special April 29 “Deep Chair”
meeting: At the request of the Facilities and Finance
Committees, the Board developed a prioritized list of
potential expenditures for the capital budget and the
operating budget. A balanced budget will be presented
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for the Board’s consideration at its June 17 meeting. Our
new fiscal year (FY) begins July 1, 2008. 

Please read the full minutes on the bulletin board in the
lounge; prior minutes are in the library.  Board meetings
are open; please join us –  3rd Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. in
Rooms 1&2.

Nancy Janssen, Chair,
 nancyjanssen@peoplepc.com; 301-588-1488

From the Administrator

Pardon our dust! Yes, the refurbishment, long needed of
the library and offices will be performed while some of
the staff will be at General Assembly, June 23 through
June 27.  The office will be ‘closed’ as we will be work-
ing with a skeleton staff, temporarily relocated to non-
central offices and classrooms. Should you need to con-
tact staff members, please leave a message on their ex-
tensions, they will retrieve the messages as they are able
and return the call as soon as it is practical. Email is an
alternative means for reaching us. Please plan to visit in
July to see our new, improved surroundings.

Religious Education

Religious Education Notes

Susan Archer is on sabbatical until August 1: Glenis
and Gale are in the R.E. office Tuesday through Friday.
R.E, Council co-chairs,  Judy Laurenson and Mary
Farrar, co-chairs and our ministers are here to help.  

Summer Sunday Opportunities for Children:
Regular religious education classes have ended for the
school year.  There are opportunities for children to be
together at Cedar Lane on Sundays during the summer.

For Children aged Five and younger: We are offering
child care with a child care provider and a teen each
Sunday morning, through September 7, at 10 a.m.,
downstairs in Room 28-29. There is no registration. Sign
your children in each Sunday morning when you come
to services.

For Children in Kindergarten through Grade 5:  We are
offering a  Summer R.E. Program with Dawn Steinfeld
for children in this age group; they will meet in Room 5-
6. This year classes will focus on favorite folk tales from
around the world that illuminate our seven UU princi-
ples. The story will be followed by fun activities that
could include arts and crafts, puppet shows, song, coop-

erative games or cooking. Dawn invites children to bring
their imaginations. There is no registration. Sign your
children in each Sunday morning you come to church.

For Young Folk in Grades 6-8: We will offer a Hang-
Out for this age group if enough young people are inter-
ested, and if enough parents are willing to chaperone for
an hour some Sunday mornings. It is a time for kids to
be together, to listen to music, to play cards or board
games, talk, bond, enjoy one another. If you or your
child are interested, please be in touch with Glenis at
gbellais@cedarlane.org

The R.E. Brochure with information about the 2008-
2009 R.E. classes  was mailed to all parents who regis-
tered their children in the 2007-2008 year on Monday,
June 9. All the needed registration documents and the
registration card were included in the mailing.

There are two ways to register your children for
classes:
By Using Hard Copy: Return the completed registration
card and documents, signed as necessary, which were
included in the snail mailing to all parents, to the Reli-
gious Education Office.

By E-mail.  An e-mail will be sent to all parents of chil-
dren who were registered in classes in 2007-2008 in the
second week of June;  there will be one e-mail for each
child. The e-mail will allow you to update your child’s
and your family information.  Return the e-mail with the
corrected information to the R.E. office. You can then
download the registration documents from the church
website at www.cedarlane.org, or use those which were
mailed to you. Complete and sign the documents and
mail them to the R.E. office.

Children will be registered in the order in which the
complete packet of documents (registration information
and the forms) is received.  The R.E. council is asking
parents to register by July 13 to allow the council to
make informed decisions about class size and teacher
needs.

The Religious Education Council: This is the time of
year when committees evolve, when some members
retire and others replace them.  At the May meeting we
said thank you and goodbye to retiring members Jean
Bergey who has been our Holiday Craft organizer
extraordinaire, Susan Easterly who has been the queen
of Spring “B” for the  last three years, Isabel Marbury
Mauro who has created attractive ambiance and solicited
food for the meals and receptions which accompany
many of our events, and Barbara Wing who has assisted
Jean Bergey with Holiday Craft day. Linda Daniel who
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has beautifully orchestrated several teacher dinners has
decided that she enjoys the council so much that she has
agreed to stay on.  

This has been an amazing group. Everyone has focused
on their separate large responsibilities, but also stepped
forward to support their fellow members; they have been
focused, thoughtful and organized, during this sabbatical
year.

We welcomed new members Maria Dinger, Ame
Enright, Elisa Klein, Sarah Kobrin, Emily Mellgren, and
teen members Beatrice Kelly and Mariah Perry.

Thank You Spring “B” Volunteers and Helpers who
made Spring “B” a fun and enriching experience for all:

Continental Breakfast:  Fuad Balashov, Liana Dayhoff,
Janet Felix-Hawver, David Hawver, Isabel Marbury-
Mauro, Claire Mauro, Timmy Nadeau-Rifkind, Carol
Salsbury, Danny Salsbury, Peter Salsbury, Dawn
Steinfeld, Rachel Westbrook-Fritts, Dave Williams, Sam
Williams, Pam Yarrington, Peter Yarrington, Will
Yarrington

Administration Table:  Frank Adler, Kate Curtis, Ame
Enright, Mike McKenna, Bannon Preston, Laura
Thomson, Laurie Young

Teachers and Assistants:  Carol Bertaut, Charlotte
Brewer, Allen Brinker, Liz Brinker, Magda Cabrero,
Ann Ellis, Barbara Falcigno, Duncan Ferguson, Martin
Franke, Debbie Goodwin, Stew Grubman, Candice
Haaga, Dave Haaga, John Haber, Molly Hauck, Dave
Hawver, Robin Hirschhorn, Pat Karlsen, Alex
Laurenson, Benjamin Laurenson, Jim Laurenson, Judy
Laurenson, Kara Levchenko, Keith Levchenko, Mitzi
Likar, Greg Madden, Jon Mathis, Chris Mauro, Barbara
Mazer, Celia Nathan, Julia Philipp, Amanda Pollak, Bob
Ratcliffe, Marc Rifkind, Fawaz Saraf, Nicolette Stearns,
Andy Wilson, David Yano, Pam Yarrington

Child Care:  April Amberman, Chris Black, Lesley
Carlson, Tacie Dejanikus, Tish King, Nancy Watkins,
John Woodward

Teen Child Care Assistants:  Claire Bergey, Tamara
Meyer, Isabel Saari

Substitutes:   Frank Adler, Keith Amberman, Tacie
Dejanikus, Karen Lee Duffell, Mary Farrar, Eileen
Haley, Gale Luce, Judith Panicucci, Laurie Richardson,
Florence Tan; Nancy Watkins

Picnic:  Carolyn Jacobsen (Picnic Coordinator); Martin
Franke (Master of Ceremonies); Patricia Blessing, Ruth
Chapman, Maryann Dillon, Herma Dupre, Mary Farrar,

Joanne King, Chris Mauro, Cindy Meredith, Ed Meyer,
Tamara Meyer, Jean Moyer, Bob Ratcliffe, Mary
Snieckus, Dawn Steinfeld, Jim Wigginton; 

Ice Cream:  Connie Nissley, Peter Nissley; Gabe
McKenna

Collating Brochure: Edwina Hoffeld, Susannah Vesey,
Jeannette Wilson; Registration: Linda Daniel; Participant
Survey: Liz Quinn; Classroom Signs: Jo Ellen Bilanin;
Other Assistance: Gabe McKenna

Other Volunteers, Committees, and Cedar Lane Staff:
A special thanks to Glenis Bellais, Chaula Butterworth,
Gale Luce, Cedar Lane Office Volunteers; Rev. Susan
Archer, Rev. Archene Turner; Mary Farrar, Judy
Laurenson, Vanessa Steck, other R.E. Council members;
Ted Gryder, Nancy Janssen, and the Board of Trustees;
Pedro Diaz, and Mickey Sigsbee

Finally, thank you to all who helped “behind the scenes”
with the many tasks necessary for an enjoyable and
memorable Spring “B” experience.

Youth Notes

Junior High Notes
This group is open to youth in grades 7 and 8. John
Daniel is the advisor.

Coming-Up
July 29: Manna food Packing
September 5,6,7: Caving in West Virginia
Questions?  Call youth group coordinator John Daniel at
301-946-5509

Senior High Notes
Senior High Youth Group activities are open to young
people in grades 9-12 and meets in Chalice House on the
second Sunday of the month. Watch for information by
e-mail and snail mail. If youth are not receiving e-mail
notification and would like to, please send addresses to
Archene Turner at 301-493-8300 x 205 or
aturner@cedarlane.org or archene@gmail.com.

More Graduations!  Congratulations to the follow-
ing young people as they graduate from high school or
college:

High School:
   Lucy Cosgrove, daughter of Ellen and Kevin
Cosgrove, has graduated from Walter Johnson High
School. In the fall she will attend Eckerd College in St.
Petersburg, Florida.
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  Amanda Pollak , daughter of Tom Pollak and Pam
Stuckey, has graduated from Montgomery Blair High
School and will attend Wellesley College in Massachu-
setts. Amanda may first take a year off to continue aca-
demic tutoring and/or volunteering. Amanda has been
awarded three Blair-based scholarships: Matters of the
Heart, The Rudolph Award and The Phillip Gainous
Award. She has been awarded two cancer-based scholar-
ships: Special Love and Childhood Cause for Cancer
Advocacy. 

College
   Julia Klein, daughter of Elisa Klein and Paul Kimball,
has graduated from Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, New
York, with a double major in French and English.  Julia
received the Academy of American Poets Prize for ex-
cellence in writing poetry. She will spend the next year
at Yale University where she has been awarded the
Harris Fellowship in Child Development and Early
Child hood Education.

Please let us know about the graduations in your family; 
include honors and awards if you would like to. Send
this information to Glenis at Gbellais@cedarlane.org.

Young Adults (Ages 18-35)

The UU Young Adults of Maryland (UUYAM)  group
plans activities for local UU Young Adults. Visit
http://uuyam.uuyan.org to join the UUYAM e-mail list
and view schedule of upcoming events. For resources
and information on Joseph Priestly District (JPD),
Young Adult events, visit the JPD Young Adult Net-
work at www.jpd-uuyan.org.

Join other Young Adults for Brunch: Meet in the
vestibule at the back of the sanctuary 15 minutes after
the end of the 10 a.m. service. We will car pool to a local
restaurant for lunch or brunch and fellowship.

Adult Programs Notes

The Sunday Morning Forum resumes in September.

Covenant Groups meet regularly to share experiences,
reflect upon them, and support one another in develop-
ing meaningful lives.  Some groups will continue
through the summer; others will end.  Everybody re-
registers for groups in September.  

I always come away with something positive
even when I may not expect to.

                  - Anonymous

   Connections with Nancy Janssen meets on the first and
third Sundays at 11:15 to 1 p.m.
   Attitudes Towards Living with John Gubbings and Pat
Karlsen meets on the second and fourth Sundays, 8:30 to
10 a.m.
   Journeywomen with Barbara Gressman meets on the
first and third Sundays at 10:45 a.m.
   Crones with Coralie Adler meets on the second and
fourth Tuesdays, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
   Living By Heart I with Perry Seiffert meets on the first
and third Saturdays, 8 to 10 a.m.   
   Living By Heart II with Frances Dearman and Ellie
Goodwin meets on the second and fourth Tuesdays, 7 to
9 p.m.
   Living By Heart III with Bob Harrison meets on the
second and fourth Saturdays, 8 to 10 a.m.
    The Sharing Group with Len Adler meets monthly on
the third Mondays, 7:15 to 9 p.m.
   Living Alone, Living with Loss with Catharine
Kaufman, Maury Merkin and Heather Janules meets on
the first and third Sundays, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Social Justice Council

Capital Pride Events Through Sunday, June 15.
Visit www.capitalpride.org for a detailed listing of
scheduled activities. Cedar Lane will participate in the
Capital Pride Street Festival on June 15.

“Out At the Library ”  a premier series to promote the
work of gay and lesbian writers, film makers, journalists,
and publishers. June 18 at Kensington Park Library, June
25 AFI Silver Theatre and Culture Center. All programs
begin at 7 p.m. For further information, visit
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/libraries or
www.AFI.com/silver.

And Beyond Cedar Lane

Watch GA 2008 on Streaming Media!

Can't be at GA this year? 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) General As-
sembly (GA) can come to your desktop or laptop, via
streaming media! The GA web staff will bring more than
twenty hours of GA to you. From June 25-29, go to
www.uua.org/events/generalassembly/2008 for live
streaming video of events. After the events have passed,
archived video will be provided as quickly as the files
are processed for permanent access.
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Around the Church

Your Church Security Program Wants You!!

We all want to keep the Church safe, secure and green.
Each and every night a member or members of the Secu-
rity Committee turn off lights, check equipment, and
assure that all appropriate doors and windows are closed
and locked. It only takes about an hour each night.
Training and instructions are provided. The Committee
has more than 50 dedicated members, but we need more.
Our goal is to have a sufficiently large group so that
each checker or team of checkers does not need to serve
for more than one week each year. But flexibility re-
quires more than 52 members. For more information or
to heed the calling, please call Norm Lauben (301-384-
0348) or Nancy Janssen (301-588-1488).

Jewelry Donations Needed!

The Alliance Jewelry Committee is in need of donations
from members of the congregation. The Jewelry Com-
mittee raises money for the Alliance and ultimately for
our Church. It cannot function without contributions
from Church members. Donations may be left at the
Church office. Thank you!

Upcoming Summer Services at Cedar Lane

July 6: FREE All-Family & Friends Jazz Service by the 
Capital Focus Jazz  Band.  This is their 10th annual
performance at Cedar Lane! They are just back from
the Jazz Ascona Festival in Switzerland. And stay
for the Partner Church Committee’s fund-raiser
brunch which follows.  

July 13:Duncan Ferguson & Pat Karlsen: “Love is the
Answer”  The recent Spring “B” class uses Poetry
and Literature to celebrate and explore Love in its
many forms.

July 20: Rev. John Gaffney: “William Ellery Channing 
-  Reluctant Radical”  The spirit of William Ellery
Channing pays a visit to tell how the great Unitarian
movement began.  Gaffney, a former R.C. priest, re-
entered the ministry as a UU at 55. 
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The Rev. Roger Fritts  Senior Minister
The Rev. Susan Archer  Minister of Religious Education
The Rev. Heather Janules  Assistant Minister and Minister for Pastoral Care
The Rev.  Leslie Westbrook Community Minister in Pastoral Counseling
The Rev. Kenneth Torquil MacLean  Minister Emeritus
The Rev. Roberta M. Nelson  Minister Emerita
Dr. Richard Darne  Director of Music Ministry & Organist
Nancy Janssen  Chair, Board of Trustees

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL


