
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

O R D E R   O F   C E L E B R A T I O N 
December 24, 2018                            6 pm 
 

Welcome                                                    The Rev. Katie Romano Griffin, Assistant Minister 
 

* Carol:  Joy to the World 

Joy to the world! The Word is come: 
Let earth with praises ring. 
Let every heart 
Prepare a room 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing 
 

Joy to the earth! Now gladness reigns: 
Let hearts their songs employ 
While fields and floods  
Rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy 
 

No more let sins and sorrows grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground. 
Let righteousness 
Its glories show 
As far as love is found 
As far as love is found 
As far, as far, as love is found 

 

 Call to Worship                                                                        from Victoria Safford, adapted 
The Rev. Abhi Janamanchi, Senior Minister & Val Carter, Worship Associate 

Musical Offering:  Bring a Torch, Jeannette, Isabella         Traditional French, arr. Peter Stone 
Youth Choir; Susan Easterly, piano 

 
* Lighting the Chalice  

We light our chalice this Christmas Eve, 
For the renewal of faith, 
The wonder of hope, 
The beauty of love, 
And the gift of peace. 

   
Reading:  from the Gospel of Luke – 1:1-20 (The Inclusive Bible)            read by Christin Green 
     
Carol #231: Angels We Have Heard on High 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains 
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains 
Gloria in excelsis Deo 
Gloria in excelsis Deo 
 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why these songs of happy cheer? 
What great brightness did you see? 
What glad tidings did you hear? 
Gloria in excelsis Deo 
Gloria in excelsis Deo 
 

See him in a manger laid 
Whom the angels praise above 
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid 
While we raise our hearts in love 
Gloria in excelsis Deo 
Gloria in excelsis Deo 



 

Reading: “Be Glad at That Star”                                        Clark Dewey Wells; read by Tim Atkins 
 

* Carol: Within the Shining of a Star 

Within the shining of a star 
We catch a glimpse of who we are 
In every infant born we see  
The hope of our nativity 
 
The miracle of each new birth 
Can shake and save the stony earth 
Triumphantly the newborn's cry 
Strikes echoes from the waiting sky 

 
Candles for Our Newest Little Ones                                          from Sophia Lyon Fahs, adapted
  

* Carol #253: O Come, All Ye Faithful 

O come, all ye faithful 
Joyful and triumphant 
O come ye, o come ye, to Bethlehem 
Come and behold him,  
Born the king of angels. 
 

Chorus: 
Venite, adoremus 
Venite, adoremus, 
Venite, adoremus, 
Dominum. 
 

Lo, humble shepherds, 
Hastening to his cradle, 
Leaving their flocks in fields draw nigh 
We, too, with gladness 
Thither bend our footsteps 

Chorus 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation 
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest 
 

Chorus 
 
Reading:  “Holy Family”           Nancy McDonald Ladd; read by Rev. Romano Griffin 
 
Offertory:  The Shepherd’s Spiritual                         Spiritual, arr. Donald Moore 

               Youth Choir; Susan Easterly, piano 
Our share the plate offering this Christmas Eve will support the work of being a sanctuary 
and the ongoing ministry of Cedar Lane Unitarian Universalist Church.  Thank you for your 
generosity and support! 
  
Prayer & Silence            Rev. Janamanchi  
 
Carol:  It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 

It came upon a midnight clear, 
That glorious song of old 
From angels bending near the earth 
To touch their harps of gold. 
"Peace on the earth, to all good will, 
From heaven the news we bring." 
The world in solemn stillness lay 
To hear the angels sing. 
 

Still through the cloven skies they come, 
With peaceful wings unfurled;  
And still their heavenly music floats 
O'er all the weary world. 
 



 

Above its sad and lowly plains  
They bend on hovering wing; 
And ever o'er its Babel sounds 
The blessed angels sing. 
 

But with the woes of war and strife 
The world has suffered long 
Beneath the angel strain have rolled 
Two thousand years of wrong. 
And we who fight the wars hear not  
The love song which they bring. 
O hush the noise of battle strife 
And hear the angels sing. 
 

For lo! The days are hastening on 
By prophet bards foretold 
When with the ever circling years 
Comes round the age of gold: 
When peace shall over all the earth 
Its ancient splendors fling 
And the whole world give back the song 
Which now the angels sing. 

 
Reading:  “An Unrecorded Christmas Story”           author unknown; read by Rev. Janamanchi 
  
Sharing the Light 
Ushers will initiate the candle-lighting during the reading.  The flame is then passed from 
person to person.  For safety, tip the unlighted candle into the lighted one. 
 

* Carol:  Silent Night  

Silent night! Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child! 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace! 
Sleep in heavenly peace! 

 

Silent night! Holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight! 
Glories stream from Heaven afar, 
Heavenly Hosts sing Alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

Silent night! Holy night! 
Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy Holy Face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy Birth! 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy Birth! 

 
* Benediction            Rev. Janamanchi 

  
Carol Medley 
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